When the first issue of the Journal of Conflict Resolution (JCR) was published in 1957, the behavioral revolution in political science was still in its infancy. Nevertheless, JCR adopted many of the characteristics of the foundling as its own. Indeed, the initial editorial called for an interdisciplinary effort, suggested research at many levels of analysis and stated, &dquo;Our main concern is to stimulate a new approach, especially in the direction of the formulation and testing of theoretical models related to the central problem. We are also interested in the improvement of the information processes in the area through quantification, index numbers and any other means.&dquo;
Building on suggestions in the first issue, JCR became a pioneer in social science by publishing data-based research articles from a number of disciplinary perspectives. In fact, the study of conflict resolution, as presented through the pages of JCR, has been perhaps the focus of inquiry which followed the tenets of the behavioral method most closely. Scholars have sought explanation for conflict at various levels of analysis and have tested hypotheses using data gathered from survey research, content analysis, event coding, public records, participation observation, gaming, and computer simulation.
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